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Notes on Visual Identities 

SACRED FIRE
Since it was developed in 2014, the Sacred Fire logo has been recognized as the most powerful in the system. Everyone we
speak with seems to gravitate toward it—it’s succinct while telling its own visual story. By making this the main logo, we enable
everyone to feel part of the magnetic presence emanating from it and the new core messaging, which follows in this document.

COMMUNITY FIRES
This logo, which was originally the Sacred Fire Community logo, has always had the look of the community fire —  with its dy-
namic energetic and encircled container, reminiscent of the community coming together around the fire and being rejuve-
nated.

LIFEWAYS
LifeWays provides offerings that support the natural growth cycle. This is symbolized by the leaf (emblematic of Grandmother
Growth) being married to the Fire (the heart wisdom), providing guidance through all the phases of life. 

FIRE SPEAKS
In the Fire Speaks logo, we needed to meld two important elements: 
[1] the community gathering around a fire and [2] the rare and special phenomenon of Grandfather Fire appearing and engaging
with us. The radiance of the logo expresses the communicative nature of what happens during a Fire Speaks audience.

OVERALL
All three project logos (Community Fires, Lifeways, and Fire Speaks) use the basic premise and specific shape of a fire as
the visually unifying element. As example: Lifeways uses the same specific flame shape as Community Fires but with a leaf 
replacing a portion of the flame. And Fire Speaks carries an enhancement of the same flame along with radiating elements to
suggest its expressive power and living wisdom.
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The Approach in the New Core Messaging 

Respecting the Audience
What follows is a new approach of presenting our offerings so they better meet the day-to-day realities, struggles, and longings
of ordinary people in our society. Our goal is for the audience to trust that we understand them rather than trying to force
them to understand us. When people feel understood, they’re more open to what we have to offer since it will feel relevant to
their lives.

A Conversational Approach is our Calling Card
The conversational approach we have employed is similar to how a university speaks when trying to attract a student. Although
they may get lectured in classes, the speech used in their print and online brochures speaks to the person’s intelligence and
connects with them within their generational culture, and does not pontificate or try to educate on its own. Instead, it is
always and only invitational, speaking to that part of the student who wants to learn. In our case, it’s like you’re sharing some-
thing with a close friend — someone you trust and with whom you speak openly and genuinely.

By engaging in this manner, we establish a common-sense rapport with the audience that transcends political, religious, and
other ideological stances—which can be a mine field.
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Sacred Fire

In these difficult times, a timeless connection is still here to help.

So what are we talking about here?
       A new age religion?   
       A political or polarizing ideology?   
       A path reserved for the few?  

We’re talking about something available to everyone that is as natural as breathing — something that’s already part of our
human experience.

For our ancestors, Fire was the center of community, where stories were told, community issues were resolved, and people came
to refocus, renew, and process the events of their day.

For us in the 21st century, this connection has not really changed.
We all still enjoy sitting around the fire with our friends, whether it’s in our living room, in our yard, or at a campsite. We’ve all
been mesmerized by the dancing of the flames, stared at the glowing coals, and felt the relief Fire provides from our 
congested, technological lives.

The elemental presence of Fire — as Heart— can provide the balance we seek amid the challenges of today's world. 
It’s a source of wisdom, transformation, and compassion.

Something deep inside us longs for the warmth and light of Fire.
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Discover What Has Been Forgotten



Who We Are

The Mission of Sacred Fire is to provide opportunities for people to engage with Fire and discover a path of personal and 
societal healing, growth, and learning.

Why Fire? 
We humans have had a relationship with Fire for tens of thousands of years. Anthropologically, the first human use of fire was
800,000 years ago, and for the ancestors of our ancestors, opening this relationship was the defining spark in human awareness.
Fire is the essence of heart—both individually and communally—holding our deepest knowing, wisdom, and the awakening 
connection to who we are, to each other, and to the greater world.

Why Fire Now?
In these times of uncertainty and rapid change, it is common to feel increasingly disconnected from ourselves, each other, and 
the world. As the energy of transformation, Fire is a primordial healing presence in all our lives. In the natural world, Fire burns
away deadwood and decay allowing forests to be reborn into lushness. Likewise, our hearts long to burn away fear and worn-out
patterns, allowing us a fresh start to rebuild life-sustaining connections.

Sacred Fire, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community service organization, provides gathering spaces—just as Fire has done throughout
human history—to help with the imbalances of society and the turmoil they cause in the lives of individuals and our communities.
This is our vision.

Primary areas of focus:

Lifeways Programs provide support and practical approaches to living that help as we move through the phases and transitions
that we all experience in the cycle of life.

Monthly Fires offer an inclusive space where those of any spiritual tradition (including those of “no tradition”) can gather in an
atmosphere of genuine respect to experience the blessing of Fire and community. We offer many community fires (and growing)
in countries around the world, including Australia, Canada, Colómbia, Ireland, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

Outreach Initiatives include bringing awareness to our offerings, publishing our semi-monthly newsletter, Around the Fire, and
other efforts in social media, online, and in print to reach more people who recognize and are affected by the lack of community
and common heart in our society. We also maintain online forum spaces where we all can express opinions and engage with others
in an effort to explore issues and interests in our communities and the world. 

Fire Speaks audiences provide the extraordinary opportunity to speak and listen to Grandfather Fire clearly and directly, in a
celebratory atmosphere of community and heart.
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Sacred Fire Community Fires

Each month people gather together at sacred fires to participate in one of humanity’s oldest traditions. Here, as before, people
from all walks of life, religions, and traditions are welcome.

Beyond protection, cooking, and utility, our ancestors—in cultures around the world—understood how the spiritual qualities of
Fire can open hearts, forge connection to self, others and nature, and when properly facilitated, unlock the door to personal healing
and life improvement. Throughout time, this method of connection has been relied upon by cultures that, today, we acknowledge
as wise and societally balanced. For some remote cultures, this continues into the present day, but until now the advantage of this
human-and-Fire process, which we call Fire Work, has largely been forgotten and is unrecognized in our current way of living. 

Community Fires are hosted by Firekeepers who are trained and receive continuing education in the time-honored principles of
Fire Work—how to expand and enrich our relationships through the connective and transformative power of Fire. Together with the
spontaneity, inspiration, and life challenges brought by those in attendance, community fires bring forth personal and group trans-
formation that benefit everyone present. We can then carry these benefits back to our homes, our communities, and the world.

At community fires we share and embrace our stories, music, laughter, connection and conflicts. Whether a particular Fire is 
quiet and contemplative, emotional and challenging, or raucous and irreverent, it provides many opportunities for transformation
in our lives.

We host a growing number of monthly fires in countries around the world, including the United Kingdom, Australia, Mexico,
Colombia, Canada, Ireland, and in numerous locations throughout the United States.

Find Your Fire Now
Use our visual map to find a fire in your area. If there is not a community fire near you, contact us and we’ll help you find other
ways to connect. If you have a group of interested people, it’s possible that we could arrange to have a Firekeeper come hold a
fire in your area. 

If you feel called to start a regular fire in your area, contact us for more information.

Sacred Fire community fires are open to people from all walks of life, religions, and traditions. Come join us!
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Fire Speaks
Audiences with Grandfather Fire

In these difficult times, a timeless connection is still here to help.
When the need for community guidance is urgent or when a situation of great imbalance exists, many indigenous cultures have a
tradition of an individual being spoken through by Divine—so the guidance offered can be heard clearly.

Now is such a time.
Across many original traditions in the world, the spirit of Fire is known as “Grandfather Fire.” Since 1999, Grandfather has been
making appearances at Sacred Fire gatherings around the world working through the physical form of elder Huichol-tradition
healer and teacher, don David Wiley. Learn more about this phenomenon here [link].

In a ceremonial setting, we invite Grandfather Fire to share his guidance. 
Grandfather is wise, funny, provoking, and profoundly insightful. An evening with the elemental spirit of Fire is an opportunity to
ask our most pressing questions about the mysteries of life and to deepen our connection with the sacred. Being in Grandfather's
presence can inspire us to find deeper courage in meeting the challenges of our lives.
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LifeWays

Are you feeling lost or like life has no meaning?
Do life transitions intimidate or scare you?
Are you reeling from the state of society?
Do you feel like deep life guidance doesn’t exist anymore?

All of us have these feelings in our journey through the many stages of life.
But ancient wisdom is available to guide us through anything we face. LifeWays programs are designed to support those 
particular phases and transitions we all experience. 

An ancient idea that is gaining momentum in our society—Life Cycle Living
The sun comes up, we wake, have breakfast, and watch the morning give way to the heat, activity, and work of the day, then relax
into social time and evening activities before we close our eyes to recharge and begin a new day.

Parents watch their children born, see them learn and grow at school, enter the world, find jobs, get married, and have children of
their own, much like plants sprout, grow, and produce seeds for the next generation. 

We are infants, children, adolescents, young adults, mid-life adults, mature adults, and then we look to what’s beyond.

These cycles of life are inherent within us but somehow we’ve been taught to ignore them, and therefore, miss out on the 
empowering gifts that are offered by each. Our ancestors understood the importance of moving through each stage of life in 
a meaningful way, using these gifts to positively affect not only the individual but the entire community.
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LifeWays

Life Cycle Living is the backdrop for all LifeWays programs:

•     Awakening to the Cycles of Life
       An exploration of Life Cycle Living

•     The Deep Heart of Birth
       How do we welcome new life into this world?

•     Entering Your Life’s Work
       Stepping through the Doorway into Adulthood
           ◦ Sacred Awakening
           ◦ Sacred Emergence

•     Retreat and Renewal for Women, Men, and Young Adults
       Restore your connection, renew your clarity, and refresh your spirit
           ◦ Ukilái: Annual Gathering of Men
           ◦ Ukalai: Annual Gathering of Women
           ◦ Ritaka: Annual Gathering of Young Adults
           ◦ Local Men’s and Women’s Fires

•     Exploring the Phenomenon of Prayer
       Does help and guidance exist?

•     Embracing Emotional Wisdom
       Our feelings are the gateway to experiencing the world as it is

•     Navigating the Challenging Waves of Transition
       Learning to trust change as an essential part of life

•     Meeting Death—A Conversation with Life
       Soulful and Pragmatic tools for Dealing with Death
           ◦ Meeting Death—A Conversation with Life
           ◦ The Peaceful Dying Project

Additional offerings are in development. 
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LifeWays
Awakening to the Cycles of Life

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                   LIFE MOVEMENT & SKILLS

Awakening to the Cycles of Life
An exploration of Life Cycle Living

_____________________________________________________________________

I just feel like I'm not getting anywhere. What’s wrong?
What does it mean to lead a meaningful life?
Are we doomed to grow old and be forgotten?
Am I a failure because I never fulfilled my dream?
Why don't I feel valued?

We receive confusing messages from our culture about how to live life and what to expect from it. In present-day culture, we
place so much focus on material success and survival that we tend to remove ourselves from experiencing, appreciating, and 
integrating the gifts that come with each of life’s stages.

As examples, our houses, cars, and work environments can shield us from the changing seasons. Today's advertising and media
seems to tell us that the natural aging process is something to be avoided at all costs. We evaluate our lives based on others’ ex-
pectations, and our health, based on ideals that don’t reflect our personal relationship with life.

This weekend is a group exploration intended to start a conversation—both within us and between us—to awaken an innate 
wisdom we are losing as our culture pursues an imbalanced dream of progress.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
The Deep Heart of Birth

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                    LIFE MOVEMENT

The Deep Heart of Birth
How do we welcome new life into this world?

_____________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to bring a being into this world?
How can parents and the community prepare for this new life?
How do I know if things are going okay?
What kind of support can the community provide in raising a child?

All new parents start with these questions. This program celebrates the sacredness of birth and 
encourages practices that reconnect us with the value, wisdom, mystery, and joy in the beginning 
cycle of life. When we connect deeply with and welcome new life as a community, we 
nurture balanced children and invest in a stable and healthy society.

We offer this program in a weekend or an evening format, depending on the needs of the parents 
and their community. Attendees can ask, listen, share, learn, and be transformed by the powerful 
force of birth, as mothers, fathers, community members, and as people who were birthed.

You’ll take away tools and perspectives to help in the journey of pregnancy, birth and the initial 
steps of parenting, gain reassurance about the process, and learn effective ways to offer your own 
support in welcoming life.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Entering Your Life's Work

_____________________________________________________________________
A CANDIDATE PROGRAM FOR YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN        LIFE MOVEMENT

Entering Your Life’s Work
Stepping through the Doorway into Adulthood

_____________________________________________________________________

What are these new feelings inside of me?
When will people respect me and take me seriously?
Is the journey into adulthood different for women and men?
What is my place in the great mystery of life?

The move into adulthood is one of the most important transitions of our lives—as young men and women, we long for deep soul
support from our community and culture to make this transition. 

The passage is not about having answers handed to us by someone else, but of finding our own internal guidance and our life’s
direction.

Under the mentoring of elders and with community support, candidates are prepared for this transformative journey over a period
of several months culminating in a deep-learning retreat. When successfully completed, the candidate is welcomed into the com-
munity of adults.

Applications to these programs are open only to young adults, ages 16 - 24. The programs are individualized for each candidate
and structured differently for women and men. Both programs are supervised by elder tradition-holders trained and authorized to
offer support for the transition to adulthood.

Sacred Emergence
A candidate program for young women
Overseen by the Initiation Council for Young Women, a group of tradition-holders trained in supporting girls into womanhood.

Sacred Awakening
A candidate program for young men
Overseen by the Initiation Council for Young Men, a group of tradition-holders trained in supporting boys into manhood.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Retreat and Renewal for Men, Women, and Young Adults

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                                               LIFE SKILLS

Retreat and Renewal for Women, Men, and Young Adults
Restore your connection, renew your clarity, and refresh your spirit

_____________________________________________________________________

I’ve lost my connection and once again feel run over by life—what’s wrong?
How do I renew my sense of direction and purpose?
Is there something wrong with me, or are my problems shared by others?
How can I bring my gifts to my family, my friends and society?
What does it mean to be a man or a woman in today’s world?

In the midst of the turbulent and powerful changes taking place in our world—social upheaval, divisive politics, and overall 
uncertainty—do you tend to feel isolated and overwhelmed? Traditionally people have gathered regularly, in groups of men and in
groups of women, to take a break from the weight and fogginess of these burdens and to revitalize connection and purpose in
their lives.

Held in beautiful locations around the world, these gatherings provide just this opportunity to rejuvenate energies, reconnect with
the powerful essences of the masculine and the feminine, and restore our sense of purpose.

Ukilái: Annual Gathering of Men
A 3-day retreat led by a Sacred Fire facilitator specializing in men’s work

Ukalai: Annual Gathering of Women
A 3-day retreat led by a Sacred Fire facilitator specializing in women’s work

Ritaka: Annual Gathering of Young Adults
A weekend, mixed-gender gathering organized and led by young adults in the Sacred Fire Community

Local Men’s and Women’s Fires
Held monthly, men’s and women’s fires help sustain our connection to the masculine and feminine in our daily lives. Inquire about
the availability of these Fires in your area.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Exploring the Phenomenon of Prayer

_____________________________________________________________________
                                         LIFE SKILLS

Exploring the Phenomenon of Prayer
Does help and guidance exist?

_____________________________________________________________________

How do we make crucial decisions in our lives? 
Are we on our own? 
How can we overcome spiritual isolation?
How can we flow with the energies of life instead of struggling with them – or ourselves?
How do we come to terms with spiritual amnesia?

In this program, we explore simple, effective techniques of achieving guidance and clarity that you can use in your 21st-century
life. We delve into the fundamental principles of human conversation with Divine, and what it means to feel connected—and not
alienated—from the fabric of our lives.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Enbracing Emotional Wisdom

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                   LIFE SKILLS

Embracing Emotional Wisdom
Our feelings are the gateway to experiencing the world as it is

_____________________________________________________________________

How can I end the struggle with myself and the world?
If I don’t fix my issues, will they be passed on to my children?
Aren’t emotions what’s wrong with the world today?
How can emotions be an asset rather than a liability in my life and career?
Why do I feel different than everyone else?

In western culture, we have a tendency to think there are emotions that we should and shouldn’t have. We are told positive feelings
should be encouraged and negative feelings should be done away with. We are told that to be normal is to be happy, and so we
feel that we’re failing whenever we’re not experiencing the particular emotion of happiness.

As a people, we're missing out on the rich wisdom of our emotions. We continually either suppress or amplify them rather than
allowing them to move us, bringing us into alignment with life.

Offered both as a weekend workshop or 6-week webinar, in this program we will explore what it means to open to the world of
balanced emotions and how to work with the mind’s tendency to either amplify or suppress them.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Navigating the Challenging Waves of Transition

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                   LIFE SKILLS

Navigating the Challenging Waves of Transition
Learning to trust change as an essential part of life

_____________________________________________________________________

How can I be less overwhelmed with the changes in the world and in my life?
Am I in this place in my life because I did something wrong?
How can I continue to function when I feel the bottom falling out from under me?
How can I trust that everything will work out okay?
Is everybody expected to go through these things on their own?

It’s part of the natural order of things to go through many periods of radical change in our lives. We move from childhood to ado-
lescence. We find ourselves holding huge responsibilities as parents and householders. The unexpected loss of our job, a loved
one, our health or our youth can reframe every aspect of our lives in a way that can leave us fundamentally disoriented and won-
dering what went wrong. And at the end of our lives, we all are faced with saying goodbye to everything that is familiar to us.

It is natural to feel fear and deep uncertainty as the methods and beliefs we have relied on for security and stability are tested,
and sometimes lose relevance altogether. These major life movements come with challenges and gifts — grief as “the old" falls
away, uncertainty as we face the lessons before us, and promise as we awaken to “the new." Often, we find little support for
these natural movements. 

In this program, offered as both an in-person weekend and 6-week teleseminar, we look at the nature of transition and how we
can navigate it with balance, awareness, and trust.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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LifeWays
Meeting Death—A Conversation with Life

_____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                   LIFE MOVEMENT

Meeting Death—A Conversation with Life
Soulful and Pragmatic tools for Dealing with Death

_____________________________________________________________________

How can I sort through my difficult feelings about death?
Do I really need to be afraid of death, as if it were the worst possible thing that could happen?
Why are so many of us afraid of dying?
How do I make my death easier on my family and loved ones?
How can I best support someone who is dying?

Death is a reality we all face. It’s been said, “Nobody gets out of here alive.” Contemplating our perspectives and feelings around
death allows us to move through our conflicted attitudes, both internally generated and inherited from those around us. When
these attitudes are seen, we find that we intuitively know the natural role death plays as part of life, and are able to find a place 
of inner clarity, peace, and acceptance. The process of dying can become a calm and nurturing transition to the next phase of 
existence. 

This resolution also allows us to deal with the pragmatic effects of our death on our families and our loved ones. The greatest gift
we can give them is to have our affairs in order and to offer clear guidance for our last wishes, allowing them to grieve properly
without being saddled with numerous unresolved legal, financial, and familial issues.

In understanding what peaceful dying is, we can be respectful and helpful to those who are in this final transition of life and to
those around them.

Meeting Death—A Conversation with Life
A weekend workshop exploring our feelings around death, and learning to reframe this final stage of our lives to reveal its divine
wisdom.

The Peaceful Dying Project
A virtual workshop helping you prepare the pragmatic aspects of death—legal, financial, and familial.

Both of these programs establish a safe container to explore our many feelings about the end of life.

Sacred Fire is nonsectarian, and all backgrounds are welcome.
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Contribute

Sacred Fire, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community service organization, provides gathering spaces—just as Fire has done throughout
human history—to help with the imbalances of society and the turmoil they cause in the lives of individuals and our communities.
This is our vision.

Four primary areas of focus:

Lifeways Programs provide support and practical approaches to living that help as we move through the phases and transitions
that we all experience in the cycles of life.

Monthly Fires offer an inclusive space where those of any spiritual tradition (including those of “no tradition”) can gather in an
atmosphere of genuine respect to experience the blessing of Fire and community. We offer many community fires (and growing)
in countries around the world, including Australia, Canada, Colombia, Ireland, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

Outreach Initiatives include bringing awareness to our offerings, publishing our semi-monthly newsletter, Around the Fire, and
other efforts in social media, online, and in print to reach more people who recognize and are affected by the lack of community
and common heart in our society. We also maintain online forum spaces where we all can express opinions and engage with 
others in an effort to explore issues and interests in our communities and the world. 

Fire Speaks audiences provide the extraordianry opportunity to encounter and engage with Grandfather Fire directly, in a cele-
bratory athmosphere of community and heart.

Supporting all parts of our vision requires a great deal of experienced and aware talent, along with thousands of hours of mean-
ingful work through volunteers and others—and we need your help.

Sacred Fire is doing powerful and dignified work. 
Here are 3 ways you can join in:

• Become a monthly donor
• Make a one-time donation
• Volunteer your time and experience 
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Thank you for reading the core messaging.
Please take a moment to complete a short
survey at
https://tinyurl.com/sacredfiresurvey[ [


